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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
October 6, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Marianne Iarossi, Catie Childs, Joe Rodrigues, Emilie Schuler, Brandon Parker (Associate Commissioner)
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings
54 Lakeside Ave, RDA
Present: Timothy Cresta (Allcrest Construction)

The applicant proposes to rebuild a deck in the same footprint using helical screws in the Buffer Zone to Lake Boon.  The old posts are small and crumbling and will be removed by hand.  Paul Byrne moved to issue a negative determination, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0.
WestRidge, DEP 190-0418, OOC/COC

Present: David Eastridge

David Eastridge discussed the final stages of the project and asked what the Commission will require for a COC.  The trails required by the OOC have been completed and the parking lot on Wheeler Road will be constructed next week.  Trail markers in different colors will be posted along the trails.  David Eastridge volunteered to use the town GPS device to collect data for a trail map.  All construction on the  site will be completed by the end of the month. Paul Byrne said that the Commission will require an as-built plan and details on the storm water structures.   Details on utility connections are not required.  David Eastridge said they will be taking aerial photographs and getting the engineering certification from High Point. The detention basin seems to be working well and they will be seeding.

David Eastridge asked about the 10 acre parcel where the trails are.   A non-profit has been created to own the parcel, which was subdivided from the lot.  Westridge has maintenance responsibilities, including mowing the meadow and maintaining the trails.  There are activity and use limitations in the area that was a landfill. David Eastridge asked about the transfer of the parcel to the Town and the finalization of the Conservation Restriction.  Pam Helinek will find out the status of the parcel and what needs to be done to finalize its ownership.
101 Coolidge Street, RDA
Present: Mohamed Yussuf
The applicant proposes to remove large rocks, cut trees, regrade, and plant lawn in the Outer Riverfront Area of Hog Brook along the road.  The site contains a medical facility and the rocks and trees block the view of the facility entrance from the road.  No blasting will be done – rocks will be removed via excavation and a jack hammer.  Paul Byrne moved to issue a negative determination for the work as described – removal of rocks with no blasting, tree removal, stabilization and seeding of the area.  Any other work including additional tree removal, placement of signs, blasting, etc requires coming back to the Commission.  Second by David Mercer, vote 6-0-0.  
Lakeshore Drive, DEP 190-520 (DPW - Maintenance OOC)
Lakeshore Drive along the banks of the spillway used by Marlborough to lower Fort Meadow Reservoir is in a hazardous state.  The banks of the spillway have eroded and there is a steep drop from the edge of the road.  A number of trees are compromised and have become hazardous.  DPW would like to stabilize the banks with rip rap, remove a number of trees, and add guard rails.  They would like to begin work next week under the maintenance OOC.  The Commission had a site visit with Eric Ryder, DPW Director, on 9/26.  
The Commission agreed that the work needs to be done and that no special conditions are needed since it is completely dry right now.  Abutters Vicki and Erik Wegweiser (38 Lake Shore Dr) asked about the details of the work.  Pam Helinek referred them to DPW for specific details.  

Public Information Session: Proposed Wetlands Protection Bylaw
Pam Helinek and Paul Byrne gave an introduction, explaining the reasons for the proposed bylaw, the ways it increases resource protection, and the enforcement tools it provides.  Attendee Brian O’Neill asked if the Bylaw was planned to take effect in time for the Eversource filing.  The Commission said that it was not and the timing was coincidental.  An attendee asked if the bylaw could be used to restrict Eversource.  Pam Helinek will find out if there is a state exemption.  Attendee Bradford Saunders expressed concern that the Bylaw allows the Commission to pass Regulations which could greatly expand the restrictions imposed by the Bylaw.  The Commission said that was not the intention, however Mr. Saunders said that future Commissions might feel differently.   The attendee also said that the Bylaw should be on the spring Town Meeting warrant instead of Fall Town Meeting which is a special Town Meeting with lower attendance.  Selectman John Parent replied that both Town Meetings are regularly scheduled meetings.  Finance Committee Chair Justin Provencher asked about the differences between the state Wetlands Protection Act and the proposed Wetlands Protection Bylaw and said they should be made clear at Town Meeting.
Administrative Business
Minutes – September 15, 2016

Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from September 15, 2016, second by Catie Childs, vote 5-0-1.
65 Fort Meadow Dr, 190-0595
The Commission reviewed the final landscaping and erosion control plan and thought it was satisfactory. 
Woodrow Street, 190-0595
The applicant has still not recorded his OOC, which has conditions in perpetuity that impacts three properties.  He seems to have last the original OOC.  The Commission re-signed so the  OOC can be recorded. 
Adjournment

Paul Byrne moved to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  Second by Catie Childs, vote 6-0-0.
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